Math Heroes

Dr. Albert Einstein           Dr. Stephen Hawing

                   (1879 - 1955)

         (1942 - )
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Einstein: His genius seemed to come out of nowhere. Although he revolutionized physics, his discoveries were based on pure math. He was a theoretical physicist. He didn’t have a lab or any experiments. He used math to see the universe in a new way and relentlessly pursued his vision instead of letting his ideas die because he didn’t believe in himself or was afraid to share his ideas.

Stephen Hawking: Probably the most famous living physicist. His discoveries aren’t as dramatic as Einstein’s but they are very influential. He also has several best selling books (A Brief History of Time) that are good at explaining theories about the universe. When asked “What came before the Big Bang?” he said that the question is meaningless. He said it’s like asking “What lies north of the North Pole?” All this doesn’t make him a math hero. To me, what makes him truly notable is that he did all of this while paralyzed with a crippling disease. His only voluntary muscle movement is in his cheeks, which he uses to control a computer that allows him to move around and to talk to people using a synthesized voice.
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((Jen Sorensen, 2008)

Assignment due tomorrow: Draw your own “Mathtar”, or any type of musical instrument or other object modified to “play” math. The idea is to have fun and to express yourself. Notice that that Mathtar in the picture gives a general idea without any details.

Example: A drum set that taps out equations.

Example: A football that can be programmed to followed a desired path.

Alternative: A picture of something that will help you do well this year in math. A poem or other artistic creation on these topics is OK also. Example: A rap about what it takes to get an A in math.

To get 100% you must meet these requirements and be creative
